INVITATION TO GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Faced with a hungry crowd and only five loaves and two fish, Jesus fed the multitude until
all were satisfied. Faced with a hungry world, God invites us to show our faith and offer
our gifts, that all might be satisfied. Let us freely give in gratitude and faith.

WEEKLY OFFERING & NOISY OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Piano Solo Eric Cortright
*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH #95

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Generous God, from your hand comes every good and perfect gift. You take what
seems small— loaves and fishes, our gifts, our lives, our faith— and you make them
more than enough. As we bring our offerings today, stretch us beyond what is easy
and familiar. Teach us to give not only from our abundance, but with trust in your
provision. Bless these gifts we offer, that they may be used to welcome the
stranger, to feed the hungry, and to share your boundless grace. Lead us into the
adventure of following Christ, where generosity flows freely and your kingdom
grows in unexpected ways. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
*HYMN Let Us Be Bread TFWS #2260

*BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH

Go now in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, who welcomes the crowds, feeds the
hungry, and calls us beyond what feels safe and familiar. Go trusting in God’s
provision, daring to step outside your comfort zone, and sharing generously with all
you meet. And as you go, may the God who is gracious and merciful lift you when you
fall, strengthen you for the journey, and fill you with joy in the adventure of
discipleship. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

FAREWELL Go Now in Peace (2x) UMH #665
POSTLUDE

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED NOW OUR SERVICE BEGINS
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ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE 10t SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
10 a.m. August 2, 2026

PRELUDE
WELCOME ALL CHILDREN OF GOD

GREETINGS

One: The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

One: The risen Christ is with us.

All: Praise the Lord!

PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: May God increase our love for one another and strengthen our hearts in
holiness, as we greet one another in peace. The peace of the Lord be with you
All:  And also with you.

*HYMN Just a Closer Walk with Thee TFWS #2158

CALL TO WORSHIP

One: As we gather and as we disperse, as we rise and as we sleep, as we eat and play
and work,

All: We offer God praise.

One: As we wash our car, scrub the dishes, and rinse the grime of the day from our
hands,

All: We offer God praise.

One: As we feel the grass beneath our feet, the wind against our face, the sun upon
our backs,

All: We offer God praise.

One: Even when Christ calls us beyond what is comfortable, into deeper trust and
wider welcome,

All: We will trust, and we will offer God praise.

One: Come, let us worship the God who creates, redeems, and sustains us—

who takes what we have and makes it more than enough.

All: We come as people formed by grace to offer God praise in all the ordinary and
extraordinary moments of our lives! Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Gracious and loving God, you are full of compassion and mercy, abounding in
steadfast love to all you have made. You call us—

like those who were hungry on the hillside—to come, to receive, and to be filled.
And you call us also to follow, even when following leads us beyond what is
familiar. Yet we confess we often prefer what is safe and known. We hesitate when
you lead us into deeper trust, into wider welcome, into greater generosity. Open
our hearts this day to your radical hospitality. Give us courage to step out of our
comfort zones, to trust that what we have is enough in your hands, and to believe
that your grace will meet us along the way. Lead us into the joy of your kingdom,
where all are fed, all are seen, and your love knows no limits. Through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

A TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES “Children’s Message”
CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful God, you are gracious and full of compassion, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love— yet we confess that we do not always live as your
people. We cling to what is comfortable and resist when you call us beyond it.

We hold back when you urge us to give, and we hesitate when you invite us to
trust. Like the disciples, we see the need around us but doubt that we have enough
to offer. We turn away from what feels too big, too uncertain, instead of placing it
in your hands. Forgive us, O Lord. Free us from our fear and our need for control.
Give us courage to follow where Jesus leads, even when the path stretches us
beyond what we know. Feed us again with your mercy. Fill us with compassion and
bold trust, that we may reflect your generosity to the world. Lift us up when we
stumble, restore us when we fall, and lead us into the freedom of your abundant
life. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Siblings in Christ, our God never fails to hear us when we call. Trust in God’s
forgiveness and unfailing love, and be at peace, for God rescues all who take refuge
in God. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS: Psalm 107: 6-9
Matthew 14:13-21

One: The Word of God for the people of God
All:  Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE “Dinner Guests” Virginia Lorenzi



