PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Compassionate Creator, you formed us from the dust of the earth and breathed
into us life and purpose. In these gifts we return, we offer more than resources; we
offer our hope. Let these gifts, given in trust, be signs of our partnership in the
renewal of all creation. Awaken in us a holy longing, as deep as the groaning of the
earth itself, for justice, healing, and new life. May our giving participate in your
redemption, until the world rejoices in freedom and glory as your children. We
offer this with joy, in the name of Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
*HYMN Grace Alone TFWS #2162

*BENEDICTION AND SENDING FORTH

Go out into the world with your eyes wide open. Remember that you can never
wander outside of God’s cell service. Look for the Bethel moments in your ordinary
week. Find God in the heavy traffic, the busy office, and the quiet rooms. May the
God who knows your every thought guard your steps. May the Christ who bridges
heaven and earth give you peace. And may the Holy Spirit chase you down and hold
you fast. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

Amen.

FAREWELL Go Now in Peace (2x) UMH #665
POSTLUDE

OUR WORSHIP HAS ENDED NOW OUR SERVICE BEGINS
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ORDER OF WORSHIP FOR THE 8'" SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
10 a.m. July 19, 2026

PRELUDE
WELCOME ALL CHILDREN OF GOD

GREETINGS

One: The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

One: The risen Christ is with us.

All: Praise the Lord!

PASSING OF THE PEACE

One: May God increase our love for one another and strengthen our hearts in
holiness, as we greet one another in peace. The peace of the Lord be with you
All:  And also with you.

*HYMN Surely the Presence of the Lord UMH #328

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: God knows us better than we know ourselves.

All:  Even in the darkest places, the light of God’s love is there.
One: There is nowhere we can flee from God’s presence.
All:  In the heavens and in the depths, the Holy One abides with us.

One: We are God’s children, serving the Lord from generation to generation.

All: God is the one who keeps promises and who provides for us wherever we go.

One: How awesome is this place!
All:  This is God’s house and the gateway to the heavens.

OPENING PRAYER

Heavenly Father, we gather today amazed by Your constant presence. You are the
God who meets us on lonely roads and rough places. Like Jacob, we confess that
You are often in this place, yet we fail to notice You. Open our eyes today to see
the heavens opened. Open our ears to hear Your voice of promise and grace.
Search our hearts, clear away our distractions, and make us fully aware of Your
Holy Spirit. In Jesus' name, amen.

A TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES “Children’s Message” Lori Benzoni
CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

God of Jacob and God of David, we confess that we are often like travelers on a
dark road—so focused on our own mistakes, anxieties, and schedules that we
completely miss Your presence. We isolate ourselves from others and pretend we
can hide from You. We let the noise of our daily lives drown out Your voice. Forgive
us for the times we live as if You are distant or indifferent. Cleanse our hearts, quiet
our minds, and wake us up to the reality that You are right here, loving us through
it all. Amen.

A MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER

WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Hear the good news! The same God who traced your steps this week is the God who
wipes away your past. Even if you try to make your bed in the depths of your
mistakes, God’s grace reaches you there. His love never lets you go. In the name of
Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

All: Thanks be to God! Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS: Genesis 28:10-19a
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
Romans 8:12-25

One: The Word of God for the people of God
All:  Thanks be to God.

MESSAGE “Bethel Mindset” Deborah Holland

INVITATION TO GIVE OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Generous God, you know us intimately, and You provide for us completely.

You met Jacob in his poverty and promised to bless him wherever he went.

In gratitude for Your unceasing faithfulness, we return a portion of what You have
given us.

WEEKLY OFFERING & NOISY OFFERING

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Reckless Love Tyler Stankiewicz
by Cory Asbury Vocal Soloist
*DOXOLOGY Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH #95



