July 13
Colossians 1:1-14 — from “The Message”

1 12|, Paul, have been sent on special assignment by Christ
as part of God’s master plan. Together with my friend
Timothy, | greet the Christians and stalwart followers of
Christ who live in Colosse. May everything good from God
our Father be yours!

Working in His Orchard

35 Our prayers for you are always spilling over into
thanksgivings. We can’t quit thanking God our Father and
Jesus our Messiah for you! We keep getting reports on your
steady faith in Christ, our Jesus, and the love you
continuously extend to all Christians. The lines of purpose in
your lives never grow slack, tightly tied as they are to your
future in heaven, kept taut by hope.

>8The Message is as true among you today as when you
first heard it. It doesn’t diminish or weaken over time. It’s
the same all over the world. The Message bears fruit and
gets larger and stronger, just as it has in you. From the very
first day you heard and recognized the truth of what God is
doing, you’ve been hungry for more. It’s as vigorous in you
now as when you learned it from our friend and close



associate Epaphras. He is one reliable worker for Christ! |
could always depend on him. He’s the one who told us how
thoroughly love had been worked into your lives by the
Spirit.

912 Be assured that from the first day we heard of you, we
haven’t stopped praying for you, asking God to give you
wise minds and spirits attuned to his will, and so acquire a
thorough understanding of the ways in which God works.
We pray that you’ll live well for the Master, making him
proud of you as you work hard in his orchard. As you learn
more and more how God works, you will learn how to

do your work. We pray that you’ll have the strength to stick
it out over the long haul—not the grim strength of gritting
your teeth but the glory-strength God gives. It is strength
that endures the unendurable and spills over into joy,
thanking the Father who makes us strong enough to take
part in everything bright and beautiful that he has for us.

13-14 God rescued us from dead-end alleys and dark
dungeons. He's set us up in the kingdom of the Son he loves
so much, the Son who got us out of the pit we were in, got
rid of the sins we were doomed to keep repeating.



Luke 10:25-37 — Reading from The New Revised Standard
Version Updated Edition

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

25 An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he
said, “what must | do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to
him, “What is written in the law? What do you read
there?” 2” He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind and your neighbor as
yourself.” 2 And he said to him, “You have given the right
answer; do this, and you will live.”

29 But wanting to vindicate himself, he asked Jesus, “And
who is my neighbor?” 3% Jesus replied, “A man was going
down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell into the hands of
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and took off, leaving
him half dead. 3! Now by chance a priest was going down
that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other
side. 32So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and
saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan
while traveling came upon him, and when he saw him he
was moved with compassion. 3*He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, treating them with oil and wine.
Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an inn,



and took care of him. 3°> The next day he took out two
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of
him, and when | come back | will repay you whatever more
you spend.’ 3¢ Which of these three, do you think, was a
neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the
robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.”
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”



