December 24- All Readings are from the New Revised
Standard Version Updated Edition

Isaiah 9:2-7

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined.
3You have multiplied exultation; you have increased its joy;

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. # For the yoke of their burden and the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of
Midian. ® For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments
rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.® For a child has been
born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders, and he
is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of
Peace. 7 Great will be his authority, and there shall be endless peace

for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Luke 1:46-56

Mary’s Song of Praise
4 And Mary-said,

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 4 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
8 for he has looked with favor on the lowly state of his servant.
Surely from now on all generations will call me blessed,
4 for the Mighty One has done great things for me,
and holy is his name; *®indeed, his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.



1 He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts. 2 He has brought down the powerful from
their thrones and lifted up the lowly; 3 he has filled the hungry with good
things and sent the rich away empty. >*He has come to the aid of his child
Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,>® according to the promise he made
to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”

¢ And Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to
her home.



