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Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of
their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess
our sin before God and one another.

Prayer of Confession

God of grace and mercy, we want to continue singing the alleluias of Easter,
but there are days we just don’t feel like singing. Sometimes we lock
ourselves away, fearful of what has happened or what the day may bring.
Sometimes we allow our doubts to overwhelm our faith. Sometimes we
forget about the needs of our neighbors because we are so focused on
ourselves. Forgive us. Draw us back to you and to one another. Help us walk
in your love and light, that others may see in us the loving presence of the
risen Christ. Amen.

Words of Assurance

Brothers and sisters, siblings in Christ, Jesus promises: “If you forgive the sins
of any, they are forgiven them.” Receive the hope and promise of this good
news, for forgiveness is ours when we forgive one another. Thanks be to God!
All: Thanks be to God. Amen.

Lift up your heads

We lift them up to God

Lift up your hearts

We lift them up to the Lord

Lift up your hands

We dedicate our heads, our hearts, and our hands to the worship of God.

We offer our entire being to the God of Creation, who made the sun and the
moon to govern by day and by night and hung the stars in the sky. We offer
our entire being to the great God who hollowed out the valleys and bulged up
the mountains, who spat out the seven seas, and populated the world with
glorious creatures. Blessed be the name of the Lord who created us and
fashioned us from the dust and breathed into us the breath of life.



SONG OF PRAISE Bless His Holy Name CUMC Adult Choir

Blessed be the name of the Lord Jesus Christ who came to us in spite of our
destructive ways. He healed the sick, raised the dead and cast out demons.
In the brief time that he was with us, Jesus sided with the oppressed, had
compassion for those who suffer, and gave dignity to women and children.
He taught us in word and deed about a God we had been unable to
understand.

In spite of his glory-revealing presence among us, we turned him into a man of
sorrows, acquainted with grief. Jesus was persecuted by certain religious
leaders and betrayed by one of his own. He was lied about, tortured, and hung
on a cross to die.

Yet, even on the day of his crucifixion, Jesus continued to teach those who
would listen. When evil people came with his betrayer, Jesus did not respond
with violence, choosing instead to remind us that those who live by the sword
will die by the sword. When he was falsely accused and condemned to death,
Jesus refused to do harm. And while hanging on the cross, he prayed: "Father
forgive them, for they know not what they do."

But we give you thanks that nothing ever was, or ever will be, able to separate
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Early on the morning of the third day Jesus laughed at death, shed his grave
clothes, and walked among us alive! Forty days later, he ascended into heaven,
where he is seated at the right hand of the God of our ancestors. Our eyes are
turned toward the skies looking for the day when Jesus shall return to a
kingdom without end, where the lion will lie down peaceably with the lamb,
where sickness and disease are not known where the wicked will cease from
troubling and we will study war no more!

CHORUS Soon and Very Soon (verse1) UMH #706

On the night that Jesus was betrayed, He shared a meal with his disciples.

He took bread from the table, gave thanks to God, and gave it to his disciples
saying: "Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me."

When the meal was over he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to his
disciples saying: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."

Today, Jesus, we remember the bread and the cup. Today, we remember your
life and your death. We remember your resurrection; we remember eternal
life. As we receive these gifts in praise and thanksgiving we proclaim

the mystery of our faith:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again!

Holy God, pour out your Spirit upon these gifts of bread and wine;

make them be for us the body and blood of Christ. Wonder-working God, pour
out your Spirit upon us; as we offer ourselves to be God's presence in the
world until Jesus returns in glory.

Amen.

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us, and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body, for we all partake
of the one loaf. The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ.

The cup over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ.
The Body of Christ, given for you. Amen.
The blood of Christ, given for you. Amen.

Prayer after Receiving:

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have
given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength of
your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.



