2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14 New Revised Standard Version

2 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, for

the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LorD lives and as
you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel.

®Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LoRD has sent me to the Jordan.” But
he said, “As the LoRrD lives and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So the
two of them went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of prophets also went and stood
at some distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8 Then
Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up and struck the water; the water was parted
to the one side and to the other, and the two of them crossed on dry ground.
®When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what | may do for you
before | am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of
your spirit.” 1° He responded, “You have asked a hard thing, yet if you see me as |
am being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 1* As they
continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the
two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. ?Elisha kept
watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen
But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them
in two pieces. ¥ He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him and
went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. *He took the mantle of Elijah
that had fallen from him and struck the water. He said, “Where is the LoRD, the
God of Elijah? Where is he?” He struck the water again, and the water was parted
to the one side and to the other, and Elisha crossed over.
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Isaiah 40:28-31 New Revised Standard Version

28 Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The LorbD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary;
his understanding is unsearchable.
29 He gives power to the faint
and strengthens the powerless.
30 Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted,
31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary;
they shall walk and not faint.



Galatians 5:1, 13-25 New Revised Standard Version

5 1 For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit
again to a yoke of slavery. * For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters,
only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but through
love become enslaved to one another. * For the whole law is summed up in a
single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” > If, however,
you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one
another. 8 Live by the Spirit, | say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. ¥ For
what the flesh desires is opposed to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is
opposed to the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to prevent you from
doing what you want. 8 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not subject to the
law. ¥ Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity,
debauchery, 2°idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels,
dissensions, factions, 2! envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. | am
warning you, as | warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God. 22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 2 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law
against such things. 2* And those who belong to Christ have crucified the flesh with
its passions and desires. 2° If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the
Spirit.



