Proverbs 9:9-11; 21:5, 21:20 New Revised Standard Version

9 Give instruction to the wise, and they will become wiser still;
teach the righteous and they will gain in learning.
0 The fear of the Lorb is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.
1 For by me your days will be multiplied,
and years will be added to your life.
>The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance,
but everyone who is hasty comes only to want.
20 precious treasure remains in the house of the wise,
but the fool devours it.

2 Corinthians 9:6-14 New Revised Standard Version

®The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the
one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 Each of you must give as you
have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance,
so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in
every good work.  As it is written,
“He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor;

his righteousness endures forever.”
¥ He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. ! You will be
enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving
to God through us; 2 for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs
of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. 3 Through the
testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the
gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing with them and with all
others, ¥ while they long for you and pray for you because of the surpassing grace
of God that he has given you.



Luke 15:11-20 New Revised Standard Version

1 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 2 The younger of them
said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to
me.” So he divided his property between them. 3 A few days later the younger
son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he
squandered his property in dissolute living. * When he had spent everything, a
severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in

need. 1*So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. * He would gladly have filled himself
with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 7 But
when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have
bread enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! *3| will get up and go
to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and
before you; 1 am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of
your hired hands.”” 22So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still
far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms
around him and kissed him.



