
1 Samuel 8:4-11, 16-20 New Revised Standard Version 

(NRSV) 

 
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at 

Ramah, 5 and said to him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; 

appoint for us, then, a king to govern us, like other nations.” 6 But the thing 

displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” Samuel prayed 

to the LORD, 7 and the LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people in 

all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me 

from being king over them. 8 Just as they have done to me, from the day I brought 

them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they 

are doing to you. 9 Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn 

them, and show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.” 10 So 

Samuel reported all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a 

king. 11 He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he 

will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to 

run before his chariots;  
16 He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and 

donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and 

you shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, 

whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the LORD will not answer you in that 

day.” 19 But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but 

we are determined to have a king over us, 20 so that we also may be like other 

nations, and that our king may govern us and go out before us and fight our 

battles.” 

 

Mark 3:7-13 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

 
7 Jesus departed with his disciples to the sea, and a great multitude from Galilee 

followed him; 8 hearing all that he was doing, they came to him in great numbers 

from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, beyond the Jordan, and the region around Tyre and 

Sidon. 9 He told his disciples to have a boat ready for him because of the crowd, so 

that they would not crush him; 10 for he had cured many, so that all who had 

diseases pressed upon him to touch him. 11 Whenever the unclean spirits saw him, 

they fell down before him and shouted, “You are the Son of God!” 12 But he sternly 

ordered them not to make him known. 13 He went up the mountain and called to 

him those whom he wanted, and they came to him. 

 


