Genesis 8:16-20, 9:6-17 New Revised Standard Version
(NRSV)
“Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’ wives with
you. 17 Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and
animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—so that they may
abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” 18 So Noah went out
with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 19 And every animal, every creeping
thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out of the ark by
families. 20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal
and of every clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar.
6
Whoever sheds the blood of a human, by a human shall that person’s blood be
shed; for in his own image God made humankind. 7 And you, be fruitful and
multiply, abound on the earth and multiply in it.” 8 Then God said to Noah and to
his sons with him, 9 “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your
descendants after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the birds,
the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out
of the ark. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be
cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy
the earth.” 12 God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me
and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I
have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me
and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the
clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every
living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to
destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the
everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on
the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
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Mark 4:26-34 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)
He also said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the
ground, 27 and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and
grow, he does not know how. 28 The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the
head, then the full grain in the head. 29 But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes
in with his sickle, because the harvest has come.” 30 He also said, “With what can
we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use for it? 31 It is like a
mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds
on earth; 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs,
and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its
shade.” 33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able
to hear it; 34 he did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained
everything in private to his disciples.
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