
Isaiah 64:1-9 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

 
64 Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

    that the mountains would tremble before you! 
2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze 

    and causes water to boil, 

come down to make your name known to your enemies 

    and cause the nations to quake before you! 
3 For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, 

    you came down, and the mountains trembled before you. 
4 Since ancient times no one has heard, 

    no ear has perceived, 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 

    who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 
5 You come to the help of those who gladly do right, 

    who remember your ways. 

But when we continued to sin against them, 

    you were angry. 

    How then can we be saved? 
6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, 

    and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; 

we all shrivel up like a leaf, 

    and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 
7 No one calls on your name 

    or strives to lay hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us 

    and have given us over to our sins. 
8 Yet you, LORD, are our Father. 

    We are the clay, you are the potter; 

    we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Do not be angry beyond measure, LORD; 

    do not remember our sins forever. 

Oh, look on us, we pray, 

    for we are all your people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Matthew 1:18-25 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 

be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man 

and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her 

quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as 

your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a 

son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 

sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 

prophet: 
23 “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25 but had no marital 

relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

 

 


