
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 (New Revised Standard Edition) 

 

 

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming 

to you was not in vain, but though we had already suffered 

and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, 

we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of 

God in spite of great opposition.  For our appeal does not 

spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, but just 

as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with 

the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to 

please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts.  As 

you know and as God is our witness, we never came with 

words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we 

seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from 

others, though we might have made demands as apostles 

of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse 

tenderly caring for her own children.  So deeply do we care 

for you that we are determined to share with you not only 

the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you 

have become very dear to us. 

 

 



 

Matthew 22: 15-40   ( New Revised Standard Edition) 

 

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what 

he said.  So they sent their disciples to him, along with the 

Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, 

and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and 

show deference to no one; for you do not regard people 

with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to 

pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their 

malice, said, “Why are you putting me to the test, you 

hypocrites?  Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they 

brought him a denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose 

head is this, and whose title?”  They answered, “The 

emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the 

emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the 

things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were 

amazed; and they left him and went away. 

 The same day some Sadducees came to him, saying there 

is no resurrection; and they asked him a question, 

saying, “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man dies childless, his 

brother shall marry the widow, and raise up children for his 

brother.’  Now there were seven brothers among us; the 

first married, and died childless, leaving the widow to his 



brother. The second did the same, so also the third, down 

to the seventh.  Last of all, the woman herself died.  In the 

resurrection, then, whose wife of the seven will she be? For 

all of them had married her.” 

 Jesus answered them, “You are wrong, because you know 

neither the scriptures nor the power of God.  For in the 

resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, 

but are like angels in heaven. 31 And as for the resurrection 

of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by 

God, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob’? He is God not of the dead, but of the 

living.” And when the crowd heard it, they were astounded 

at his teaching. 

 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the 

Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a 

lawyer, asked him a question to test him.  “Teacher, which 

commandment in the law is the greatest?”  He said to him, 

“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 

with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the 

greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: 

‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

The Word of God for the people of God 

Thanks be to God. Amen 


