Genesis 1:20-26 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let
birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” %! So God created the great
sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the
waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was
good. 2 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in
the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 22 And there was evening and there
was morning, the fifth day. * And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living
creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of
every kind.” And it was so. 2°> God made the wild animals of the earth of every
kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of
every kind. And God saw that it was good. 2° Then God said, “Let us make
humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over
all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth.”

Romans 12:1-8 New Revised Standard Version (NRSV)

12 | appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is
good and acceptable and perfect. 2 For by the grace given to me | say to everyone
among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has
assigned. # For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members
have the same function, °so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of another. ® We have gifts that differ according
to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; " ministry, in ministering;
the teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the
leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.



